
Permian of NE England -      
                            introduction 

Field trip examines rocks dominantly of 
Permian age in an area bounded by 
Sunderland to the north Hartlepool to the 
south, the coast forms eastern boundary 
and the outcrop of Coal Measures 
delineates the western boundary. 



Ten localities will be visited which are 
designated as sites PD1 to PD10 on 
the maps. 

Permian times for what will become 
the Britain of today were dominated 
by very harsh desert conditions. 

As the climate became arid towards 
the close of the Carboniferous, the 
area was buried beneath sand dunes 
moving over  an eroded surface of 
Carboniferous rocks.  
 
The desert sands were invaded by the 
Zechstein Sea. A sea which 
underwent repeated cycles of 
evaporation and refilling. 





 

 

 


