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Olchon Valley and the Darens


Investigation of past environments and 
landforms in the Olchon Valley 

Distance:  
5km (walking 3km on Cat’s Back and 
1-2km at the Darens. There is a 
5-8km drive between the two sites, 
depending on the route taken). 

Start Point - Cat’s Back Car Park 
GridRef 328835 232845 SO288328  
 
End Point - Darens Car Park  
GridRef 329744 229948 SO297299 
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Aim 
 
Identify the factors that have 
controlled the development of the 
landscape of the Olchon Valley and 
their relative importance. 

The exercise has three parts: 
1. Examine the nature and consider 

the origins of the bedrock (along 
the Cat’s Back) 

2. Observe glacial and periglacial 
features of the valley (from Cat’s 
Back) 

3. Describe and interpret the 
landforms on the west side of the 
valley (Darens) 
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Procedure 

You are provided with a map of the 
area, with the sites of investigation 
marked. Touch one of the site 
markers, to open information and 
recommended tasks for that site. You 
also have the option to review any 
data you have recorded for the site. 

You will be required to make 
geological descriptions of Devonian 
rocks, compile a simple sedimentary 
log and record your observations and 
interpretation of Quaternary landforms. 
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Post field activity 

Download and review all your field 
data. View the additional material at 
www.deeptime.voyage/olchonValley 
In light of all this information, finalise 
your interpretation of the processes 
that led to the landforms of the valley, 
listing your evidence for each process. 
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