
8 Glacial deposition  

TASKS 

Observe and record the area of raised 
ground near the head of the valley on 
the west side. 
Use the glossary to check any terms 
you are unfamiliar with. 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i The area of raised ground is thought 
to be a moraine.  It is the only 
constructional (depositional) glacial 
landform observed in the Olchon 
valley, apart from patches of glacial 
till.  Given that it is a smoothed and 
fairly subdued feature, it is thought to 
originate from the Anglian glaciation, 
rather than the much more recent 
Devensian. 

Although present just a short distance 
to the north, it is thought that glacier 
ice did not extend to the Olchon and 
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neighbouring valleys during the 
Devensian.  Snow banks may have 
persisted in the valleys all year though, 
and snow can turn to ice if it reaches 
a depth of around 22 metres. 

Any ice on the plateaus would have 
remained stationary, unless there was 
a depression; ice needs a slope to 
flow. 
It is worth noting, however, that the 
matter of whether or not there was ice 
in these valleys in the Devensian is still 
a subject of research, with models 
showing that ice may have developed. 

The following are reconstructions of 
how the area may have looked in the 
summer at the peak of the Devensian 
glaciation around 20 Ka.
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Possible Devensian view south

Possible Devensian view east 
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Possible Devensian view west

Possible Devensian view north


