1 Black Hill / Cat’s Back Car Park

TASK

Use the map to locate yourself and
the following near by places:

Black Mountains, Black Hill and the
Wye, Honddu, Olchon and Monnow

valleys.
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I The interesting Olchon valley lies

on the western edge of Herefordshire,
hard against the Welsh border, and
connects the eastern edge of the
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Black Mountains to the western
foothills of the Herefordshire plain.

The valley has a wide open aspect
and is flanked on its western side by a
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broad whaleback ridge reaching to
nearly 700m in elevation. Offa’s Dyke
long distance footpath runs along top
of this ridge.

I On the eastern side the upper

reaches of the Olchon valley are
separated from the valley of the River
Monnow by a distinctive sharp ridge
known locally as the Cat’s Back. The




ridge may have been named this
because it is knobbly in profile in
places, like vertebrae on a cat’s back.
Further down river, the topography is
more subdued, and the two valleys
merge at Longtown.



